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California has a clear and inspiring vision for public 
education, focused on great instruction and 
grounded in the new Common Core State 
Standards.

California’s vision for college and career readiness:

• High quality teaching and learning in every classroom using  
assessments that are;

• Built on the Common Core State Standards

• Reinforced by practical supports for teachers

• Help more students at all proficiency levels with the goal of  
ensuring that all students graduate prepared for college and 
careers in the global economy of the 21st century



Assembly Bill 484Assembly Bill 484

Establishes the primary purposes of the Establishes the primary purposes of the 
assessment system:assessment system:

1. To assist teachers, administrators, students, and 1. To assist teachers, administrators, students, and 
parents to improve teaching and learningparents to improve teaching and learning

2. To promote high2. To promote high--quality teaching and learning quality teaching and learning 
using a variety of assessment approaches and using a variety of assessment approaches and 
item typesitem types



Assembly Bill 484Assembly Bill 484

•• Establishes CaliforniaEstablishes California’’s new statewide student s new statewide student 
assessment system, the assessment system, the CalMapp:CalMapp:

California Measurement of Academic   California Measurement of Academic   
Performance and ProgressPerformance and Progress

•• Includes the Smarter Balanced Assessment  Includes the Smarter Balanced Assessment  
Consortium (Smarter) assessments for EnglishConsortium (Smarter) assessments for English--
language arts and mathematicslanguage arts and mathematics



STAR vs. Smarter STAR vs. Smarter 
balancedbalanced





Smarter Balanced Digital LibrarySmarter Balanced Digital Library

•• AB 484 requires the state to purchase interim and AB 484 requires the state to purchase interim and 
formative tools for Kindergarten through grade 12formative tools for Kindergarten through grade 12

•• Offered at NO COST to school districtsOffered at NO COST to school districts

•• First stage to be launched in spring 2014First stage to be launched in spring 2014



Smarter Balanced Digital LibrarySmarter Balanced Digital Library

Criteria will ensure resources match the focus Criteria will ensure resources match the focus 
of the Digital Library:of the Digital Library:

-- Alignment to CCSSAlignment to CCSS

-- Embedded formative assessment practices Embedded formative assessment practices 

-- ResearchResearch--based instructional strategies based instructional strategies 

-- Smarter Balanced assessment system Smarter Balanced assessment system 



Smarter Balanced Digital LibrarySmarter Balanced Digital Library

Smarter Balanced will produce WebSmarter Balanced will produce Web--based based 
modules on topics including: modules on topics including: 
-- Common Core State StandardsCommon Core State Standards

-- Assessment LiteracyAssessment Literacy

-- Understanding the Smarter Balanced content Understanding the Smarter Balanced content 

specificationsspecifications

-- Formative assessment processesFormative assessment processes

-- Evaluating classroom assessmentsEvaluating classroom assessments



Smarter Balanced Smarter Balanced 
Item Types Item Types 

•• Multiple Choice with one correct response Multiple Choice with one correct response 
•• Multiple Choice with multiple correct responses Multiple Choice with multiple correct responses 
•• TwoTwo--part multiple choice part multiple choice 
•• Matching Tables Matching Tables 

–– Yes/No or True/False Tables Yes/No or True/False Tables 
•• FillFill--In Tables In Tables 
•• Select or order text or graphics Select or order text or graphics 
•• Complex drag and drop Complex drag and drop 
•• Graphing Graphing 
•• Equation or numeric response Equation or numeric response 
•• Short Text Short Text 
•• Long Essay Long Essay 



Spring 2014 Field Spring 2014 Field 
TestsTests

•• March 18 March 18 –– June 6, 2014 June 6, 2014 

•• Data from this sample will be used to determine item Data from this sample will be used to determine item 
reliability and validity and initial performance level scores reliability and validity and initial performance level scores 

•• Participating students will take EITHER an ELA or Participating students will take EITHER an ELA or 
Mathematics Field TestMathematics Field Test

•• CDE will assign which test each school/grade level will takeCDE will assign which test each school/grade level will take

•• No student, school, or district level reports will be produced No student, school, or district level reports will be produced 



Field Test BenefitsField Test Benefits

•• Students Students will have handswill have hands--on experience with the on experience with the 
functionality of a computerfunctionality of a computer--based assessmentbased assessment

•• Teachers and administrators Teachers and administrators will gain valuable will gain valuable 
exposure to administration logistics during a trial exposure to administration logistics during a trial 
runrun

•• Districts will benefit from having learned Districts will benefit from having learned 
where technology gaps may exist and then can where technology gaps may exist and then can 
fully prepare for operational assessmentsfully prepare for operational assessments




